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■^*,.' GRADUATING EXERCISES 
CLASS I^ 

Tuesday Evening, "June 18. 

In tlic long- history- of these , exercises 
there lias scarcely l)een a more perfect ex- 
aniple of excellence in talent and teaching 
than was exemplified in this Class of 191S. 
The high standard whij;l|.- both students and 
instructors set for themselves throughout 
the year was made very apparent on Tues- 
day evening, when the students, marshaled 
by their respective instructors, played or 
sang or read their numbers, as the case 
might be, and later on, as a sort of, seal of. 
approval, received the coveted dipl6«ias. 

iMttingly the program opened i^itji the 
"Star Spangled Banner," foui- grand pianos 
and the string quintet- inioning it. 

"Polka de la Reine" by Raf¥, a piano 
octet accompanied by the qintet, followed. 
This number was orchestrated and. con- 
ducted by Paniel Jones. The second num- 
ber also was under the direction of Mr. 
Jones, the ever-])cautiful Peer Gynt ..Suite. 

The audience cannot be blamed for wel- 
coming the advent of the violin numbers 
on po long a program, devoted for the most 
part to the exploitation of the virtues of 
the piano. Therefore, when Mathilda .Schu- 
macher and Frank Senkosky played tlicir 
iUimbers, the one the Canto Amoroso l)y 
Samartini-Klman, tlic other tlie Tango by 
.A.lbeniz-FJvnan, (here v;as tliat pretty di- 
version which always comes so gratefully 
when the charniing tones of the violins pre 
heard. Rotli tlic^e numbers were under 
the direction of F.llis 1 evy. 

Then followed a Chopin Polonaise, 
played by Mary E. Gerhard, and a reading 
by Margaret Kuehn (a charming young 
pianist also, as will be found later in the 
program). This reading was under the di- 
rection of Olivia Gregory. 



Again the pretty diversion of the violins. 
ElMs Levy's student, George Kunt?, gave 
the Adagio of Ries* and then a decided 
novelty presented itself — a violinist from 
the far-awa'y Philippine Islands, Marciano 
D. Ac|uino. He gave the "Playera," a 
Spanish dance by Sarasate, and the Taran- 
tella from the Fantasia Appassionata of 
Vieuxtci;nps. Of the two numbers, he -was 
more at home in the "Playera,"' for the 
reason tliat it w?s theAmore suitable ttj^'feis 
teniperamcnt. These tiumbers were g%eH 
under the direction of Elmore R. Condon. 

The, fine. Frejsclnitz overture of Von 
Weber, camouflaged on the program as 
"Robin des Bois,"' resounded throughout 
the hall with all the sonority that eight 
pianists and the string quintet coufd give 
it. Accompanied by O.' Wade Fallert, two 
lovelv French songs were'-charniingly given 
by Fli,zabeth G, O'Bfitu. w'-ho is now a 
member of the faculty. 

Concertos'iby Mendelssohn and Field fol- 
Jowcd, the former played by Carrie Brand- 
horst and directed by , D'miel Jones, the 
latter plaved by that same Margaret Kuehn, 
•wdTO earlier in the program gave a read- 
ing. The Field Avas directed by San-iuel 
Bollinger, who also played the second piano 
part. 

Olivia Gregory's pupil. Miss Mabel Olive 
Fisher, gave a fine dramtic reading of a 
story which liad for its subject the present 
war. 

Concertos by Beethoven and Saint- 
Saens were exquisitely renrlered by Chris- 
tine Wittershagen and Frances Gambeck, 
directed by David Jones. 

Pietro Tsola, an Italian student of Ellis 
Levy, played extremely well two compo- 
sitions of Mr. Levy's for the violin. These 
pieces^ bear witness to the fact that Mr. 
Levy is a gifted composed. 



At the very last came lipon the stage a 
little dryad of a maid whcf seemed scarcely 
equal to the artistic. Iab"c5r laid upon her 
slioulders. iUit with self-assurance she 
lifted her magic vio'in a^d evoked from it 
the strains of the beautiful Concerto Ro- 
manti(|ue by Godard. Ethel Knobeloch has 
an ample technic and a big, beautiful tone. 
She bids fair to become % splendnd artist- 
She played under the directon of Elmore 
R. Condon. 

Praise must be given to Mrs. Bruno 
Strassberger and i^'.smcralda r>erry-i\lays 
for their accompanying. 

Tl. W. Becker, .A. M., who for many 
years has niade the closing address to the 
students, surpassed himself upon this oc- 
casion. His speech was lofty and inspir- 
ing-. The exercises closed with the dis- 
tribution of diplomas. 
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IGNORANT CRITICISM. 

Our students are now found in almost 
every;. state in the Union. They are re 
spected musicians, holding responsible po- 
sitions and are leaders in musical circles.. 
Some of them have gained distinctioii on 
the concert stage. Among the public, there 
are many persons vv'ho look askance ;;t any 
institution known as a conservatory of niu- 
.sic. They believe that teaching in these 
institutions is slipshod, inn-ely commercial, 
and doubtless this is {rue in some cases; 
but as a matter of fact the v.'ork of the 
reputable conservatory is on exhibition, 
open to the inspection of the ])ublic: it 
cannot afford to be slipshod, it cannot af- 
ford to think only of dollars and cents.. 
To be successful and maintain its standing, 
it inu.it rr. St of all strive continually for 
ciuality in its instruction, and then it must 
give the freest publicity to its heart and 
soul which is its (|uality of instruction. 
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ELMORE R. CONDON, Editor. 



CONSERVATORY ECHOES. 

Our new O'Fallon Park School, opened 
two years ago, has been successful beyond 
our expectations. The three schools are 
we'll attended. 

Mr. Roscoe Hawkins, violinist, resigned 
from the faculty to serve in the U. S. 
Navy. 

Daniel Jones will go to Chicago in 
August to play for the records. 

Mr. Jones was the soloist witli the Rus- 
sian Symphony Orchestra in April. lie 
played the great Brahms concerto — with a 
few cuts, insisted upon by the conductor 
at the last moment, because it was neces- 
sary for the band to catch a train! 

Abe Morris, a former graduate of the 
Conservatory, is a meml:)cr of the Russian 
Orchestra. 




Quite a num])er of students of the con- 
servatory are serving in France and m 
this country with the colors. 

A lady, passionately fond of music, 
comes one day into the shop of a famous 
publisher and asks to see the newest and 
most beautiful songs, adding that she cares 
especially about their not being too heavily 
laden with flats. The shop-boy shows her 
a song. 

"This piece is delicious," says he; "un- 
fortunately there are four Hats to the sig- 
nature." 

"Oh that does not matter," answers the 
young lady, "when there are more than 
two 1 scratch them out." 

— Berliot/.'s Musical Grotescjues. 

Last March Ellis Levy, faculty mem])cr, 
played the Vieuxtemps concerto No. 4 
with the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra. 
a^id also one of his owU" compositions, 
"Ghost Dance." He hiadc a somewh.it 
eerie orchestration of the wprk. 

: Rejnembcr! the child iB.|^o|- completely 
educated without music and oratorical es^; 
pression. 

' ,'\ ^tudeift'who enrolled in tlic violin de- 
partment this year is a Filipino. lie has 
decided talent for the violin, and good 
things are expected of him. V. 

Emily Schlemmer, piani:;t and member of 
the faculty, was en tour for several weeks 
with Gruppe, the 'cellist. 

Recently we received the tragic news 
that one of our former students was killed 
on the battlefield in iM-ance. 

Samuel Bollinger, of the piano depart- 
ment, is writing a piano concerto. We 
have no douln it will he as hue a work as 
his recent sonata for violin and piano and 
his great orchestral suite "The Sphinx." 



One of the interesting works given this 
year liy the conservatory junior orchestra 
was Haydn's Toy Symphony, a work which 
is not easy to give with children but one 
which is well suited to such performances. 

One of Bill Nye's neat sayings is that 
Richard Wagner's music is not as bad as it 
sounds. We are not convinced that this 
saying applies to all modern music. It is 
very possible that much of modern music 
is worse than it sounds. Nevertheless we 
thoroughly believe in modern music. Watch 
our programs and you will see that we 
make a point of giving a hearing to con- 
temporaneous composers, and we are try- 
ing more and more to place the fine works 
of American composers upon our pro- 
grams. Aside from the merit of Ameri- 
can music, tliis is a patriotic duty. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clemens Strassberger,' ,who 
are living in Los Angeles, Cal., send greet- 
ing to all students and teachers. 

If ^tu.dciUs really appreciated the value 
of the training which, ensemble playing 
gives them they would attend with more 
promptitude and regularity the weekly or- 
chestral reharsals. j 

Slutlents of the Conservatory recently 
gave a Unisic program and play at Jeffer- 
son Barracks for the entertainment of the 
soldiers, and also a play at Webster Groves 
for the ])enefit of the Red Cross. 

let us have it out right now with the 
doctors of medicine. Why is it that when 
a cliild is the least bit ailing the family 
physician orders, first of all, the music 
lessons stopped? The harmony of music is 
niucli more soothing to the nerves than ir- 
ritating. Many sensible doctors are see- 
ing tliis. The tendency with doctors to 
stop music lessons under these circum- 
stances is only a habit, and is .feally dctri^i 
mental to the progress of the child's musi- 
cal education. 



IMPORTANT TO GRADUATES. 
CLASS IN MUSIC HISTORY. 

Henceforth, all music students in the 
graduating departments will be required to 
attend the weekly class in music history. 
Music history is a necessary part of the 
curriculum. Credits will be allowed. The 
class will be held on Saturday afternoons 
and is without charge to the graduates. 
Class will be conducted by Elmore R. Con- 
don. 





Daniel Jones. 

FACULTY RECITALS. 

As usual, our concert season begins in 
October and will last until April. Last 
season the recitals were very interesting. 
Students will find these evenings, which 
are given at great expense, both' by the 
Conservatory and the artists, most instruc- 
tive. It is a privilege for them to attend. 

One of Daniel Jones' fine recitals is 
promised for October. His program is ap- 
pended: 

1. Prelude, Chorale, and Fugue 

Cesar Franck 

2. Two Mazurkas Chopin 

Nocturne, G minor 
Scherzo, B flat minor 

.3. Nocturne, C major Grieg 

Ballade in the form of variations on 
a Norwegian Theme 

4. Gavotte Gluck-Rralims 

Berceuse 1 lenselt 

-- J-ardins sous lapluie Debussy 

5. Mephisto Waltz Liszt 

(). Impromptu, B major ....Arensky 

Concert Paraphrase on Tschaikovvsky's 
Opera, "Eugene Oneguinc" Pabst 

Other recitals are to l)e announced. 



VOCAL DEPARTMENT. 

The vocal department is steadily in- 
creasing in the number and quality of stu- 
dents, and is now presided over by five 
excellent teachers. For the most part, the 
work done by the students last season was 
uniisually good; particularly was this true 
of the chorus singing under Miss Merkcl's 
direction in the Grecian play "Pandora and 
Epimepheus." Many of the students, as 
well as teachers, have contrilnited their art 
in behalf of Red Cross activities. We l)e- 
lieve that in the future there will be more 
singing than ever before and consequently 
more students of singing. 



Ukulele taught by a mi:sician who played 
four years in the Hawaiian Islands. 



Elmore R. Condon. 



When you think that many students arc 
coming from long distances to study in 
the Strassbcrgcr Conservatory, paying 
large amounts to the railways, and having 
to maintain themselves here at an ex- 
pense, you will see that this large institu- 
tion at your very door is a privilege. 
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FOR RENT 
STRASSBERGER CONSERVATORY HALLS 

For Lodges and Entertainnaents of every description at rea 
sonable rates. 
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Academy of Dancing & Deportment of the Strassberger 
Conservatory of Music, Soutii Side Conservatory, 




Southside Conservatory, Grand and Shenandoah Avenues 

Phonos— Grand 2109, Victor 70 

Northside Conservatory, Twenty-second and St. Louis Avenues 

Phone— Central 84!)9 

O'Fallon Park Conservatory, Alice and Florissant Avenues 

Phone — Central 5908 



MRS. CARRIE P. JOHNSON 

will reopen her classes in Dancing September 24. Children's Ball 
Room and Fancy Dancing, Saturday afternoons; Children's Fancy 
Dancing, Thursday afternoons only. High School Class, Fridaj' 
afternoons. Adults' Class, Tuesday evenings, 8 to 10 P. M. 

Private lessons by appointment. 
Phone, Grand 2120M. Residence, P.040 Shaw Ave. 



MISS HORTENSE MUELLER 

will reopen her classes in DANCING Tuesday afternoon, October 
1, at 4 o'clock. All children admitted to class, from the age of 
4 years up. 

Interpretive, Fsthetic, National, Character, I'olk, Toe and 
Ballroom Dancing taught. 

For further information address: 
Phone — Victor 2.')4:iX. Residence — 2710 Virginia Ave. 



Music and Expression are among the highest Arts Parents can 
offer to their Children. 

Our Tliree Schools arc open All Summer. 

The Mason and Hamlin and all other Pianos which are being used 

at our three schools, are furnished by the 

KIESELHORST PIANO COMPANY, 

1007 Olive Stroft, St. Louis, Mo. 



Grand and Shenandoah Avenues 

OPENS FOR ADULTS— 

First lesson, Tuesday, September 17, 
1918, and every Tuesday evening thereafter, 
8 to 10 p. m. 

Select party at the end of each term (free 
of charge to our students). 

All new and select dances of the season 
will be taught. 

CARRIE P. JOHNSON 
Instructor 





REGULAR TERM FOR 
BALLROOM CLASSES. 

.$5.00 each person for a term of 10 
weeks. 

Special terms for more than one of 
the same family. 

Class Reunions given frequently. 

Further information will be cheer- 
fully given by addressing Dancing 
Department of Strassberger Conserv- 
atories of Music, Grand and Shenan- 
doah avenues; jihones: Victor 79, 
Grand 2109. 



EXPRESSION DEPARTMENT 
ELOCUTION AND DRAMA 

under direction of 

OLIVIK GREGORV 

COURSES IN 



Oral English 
Public Speaking 
Dramatic Art 
Voice 



Physical Culture 
Interpretation 
Story-Telling 
Technique 
Platform Art 



Speech defects and stammering corrected. 

Private and Public Recitals for the pupils. Plays presented in 
one of the best-equipped "Little Theaters" in St. Louis. 

PLAYS PRESENTED DURING THE PAST YEAR. 

"Sunset," by Jerome K. Jerome. "Pandora and Epimetheus," 
a Grecian Play. "The Crowning of Peace," a Patriotic Ritual. 




Scene from "The Golden Goose," a Fairy Play, presented by the 

children "Out of Doors" and the entire proceeds donated 

to the Red Cross. 

The Senior Recital and Play of Misses Margaret Kuchn and 
Mabel Fisher was a marked success. 

Private and Class Instrnction--Rate, .f:!.00 per month and up. 



